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DRAFT MINUTES OF THE  MEETING OF
 TOTLAND PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Wednesday 9 July 2008 in
The Council Offices, Winchester House, The Broadway, Totland

Present:   Councillors; Mr J Howe (Chairman), Mr J Honeychurch (Vice Chairman) 
Mrs C Bryan, Mr A Jones, Mr B Hinton MBE, Mr V Fennell, Mr D Filby and Mrs S 
Jennings (RFO).

Also present:  Mr Bob Nelson, Town Centre Manager, Sgt Mark Lyth,  PC Andy 
Fidler and PCSO Chris Dove plus 3 members of the public.   

Councillor J Howe introduced our guest speakers Mrs Linda Evans, Head Teacher 
of  Weston  Community  Primary  School  and  Mrs  Tracey Castle  who  deals  with 
Extended Schools.   

Mrs Evans gave a brief outline of her background before taking her first headship 
at Weston Community Primary School in 2007.   She explained that even though 
Weston was scheduled to close there was an increase in children from 47 to 61 
and that they now had a waiting list, which shows a great buoyancy and optimism 
which is good for both children and staff.  She added that the new build school may 
be a community school.

Mrs Tracey Castle said she had been based at Weston, All Saints, Yarmouth and 
West Wight Middle School  for 3 years.     She gave an outline of  the various 
activities that had been going on not only for children but for adults also, such as:

• Arts and ceramics
• Child care provision
• Swift and easy access to services
• After school provision.

Both Mrs Evans and Mrs Castle then answered questions from the floor.

Councillor Howe thanked them both for attending and giving such an interesting 
talk.  He also thanked them for the extra personal time they put in to the schools 
and for what they do in the community.

232/08 Apologies:    
There  were  no  apologies  however,  Councillor  Cameron  had  a  County  Council 
meeting to attend and hoped he would be able to get away early.

233/08 Public Question Time
Mr Moore explained the letter he had sent to Council regarding sacks of rubbish 
being put out for the dustmen and cats and foxes ripping the bags apart.  He said 
some of the residents had come up with a solution by building a timber framed box 
with  a  locked  lid  and  each  resident  would  have  a  key.  Councillor  Howe 
congratulated  Mr  Moore  and  the  residents  of  Keyhaven  Court  for  taking  the 
initiative to do something constructive to stop this problem.                                     
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234/08 Declarations of Interest in items on the Agenda
Councillor John Howe declared an interest in Planning Matters and left the room.

235/08 Planning Matters
To consider the following planning applications:-

(i) Location:  Broadclyst, Uplands Road,Totland Bay. 
(ii) Proposal:  Demolition of porch; replacement enlarged porch.

Council had no comment regarding this application.

(i) Location:  Dragonfly Cottage, Weston Lane, Totland Bay.
(ii) Proposal:  Demolition of lean-to and conservatory; alterations; 

ground and first  floor  extensions to  provide  additional  living 
accommodation;  French  doors  and  balustrading  and  raised 
terrace to rear.

Council had no comment regarding this application.

236/08 To confirm the Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on the 11 
June 2008.
These  were  confirmed  as  a  true  record.  Prop.  Councillor  C  Bryan,  seconded 
Councillor V Fennell and unanimously agreed.

237/08 To receive the report from George Cameron.
In the absence of Councillor Cameron, Sgt Lyth gave the following report:

PC Alan Spence was leaving to go to C.I.D and Sgt Lyth introduced PC Andy 
Fidler from Yarmouth and also confirmed they would be recruiting another PCSO.

On 22 July the Police will be inviting some young bikers to the Speedway in an 
attempt to break down barriers and also to educate in riding bikes.

This Friday, the Police are taking 20 children from the West Wight Middle School, 
who  have  done  really  well  at  school,  to  Little  Canada  for  outdoor  activities, 
accompanied by two teachers and staff.  This is to point out that hard work and 
good behaviour is rewarded.  This will be publicised and, if successful, hopefully 
will be able to seek funding to do it again next year.

The Skatepark is now open again after repairs.  However a mobile CCTV camera 
needs  to  be  installed  (as  a  temporary  measure).   Possible  joint  funding  by 
Freshwater and Totland Parish Councils.

Now that  Planning  permission  has  been obtained  the  Youth  Shelter  has  been 
ordered and will hopefully be installed in August.  Councillor J Honeychurch said 
how  nice  it  was  to  go  to  the  Sports  Centre  and  hear  the  children  enjoying 
themselves from the Youth Club and what a vast difference it made. Sgt Lyth said 
85% of  them are really  good and that  they were  constantly engaging with  the 
Youth.
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Sgt Lyth said he had access to a speed radar for various “hot spots” in the West 
Wight.    Councillor Bryan asked about the Licence for the Hong Kong Express in 
Freshwater. Sgt Lyth said this had changed from 3 am to 1 am.

Both Councillors Howe and Jones congratulated Sgt Lyth and his team, including 
Bob Nelson, for their dedicated work and the extra hours they put in.

238/08 To receive a report from Mr Rob Nelson, Town Manager
Mr Bob Nelson gave the following report:
 
Littering/Dog Fouling /Waste.
I am pleased to report to the Parish Councillors that the decrease in incidences of 
dog fouling and littering around the village continues to show a decline, however, 
I  have several  areas  of  concern regarding  dog fouling that  I  am monitoring at 
present, including regular patrols by myself and the dog wardens.  The dog waste 
bin situated on Turf Walk has been replaced due to it having no lid.  I have also 
had a dog glove dispenser installed along the revetment path at Colwell Bay near 
to the old beach hut site.  Island Waste continue to fulfil the contracted obligation 
regarding waste disposal and have on more than one occasion carried out further 
cleansing of areas that I have requested.

Road Signage.
I have reported various road signs around the village that need to be replaced as a 
matter of urgency due to the poor state of condition.  The road sign situated at 
Colwell Common Road has been replaced and I have tidied up other signs and 
litter bins in the vicinity. 

Promenade Footpath.
Work will soon be carried out to install barriers and signage at both Colwell Bay 
and Totland Pier to prevent cycling.  Sue Cracknel, the Cycling officer, has now 
obtained all  permission and consent to have these important alterations carried 
out.  The contractor has been contacted and the contract approved and I await the 
commencement of this much needed work to be undertaken.

The  old  disused  concrete  beach  huts  situated  at  Colwell  Bay  have  now  been 
demolished.  The demolition work had little effect on local businesses, tourists and 
residents as the footpath remained open throughout this exercise, the contractor 
was very helpful and speedy in bringing this to a conclusion. The whole area and 
outlook of Colwell Bay has been transformed. We now need to move forward to 
revitalise this area of land for the benefit of all.  

Summary.
The  disused  public  toilet  block  at  Totland  Recreation  Ground  has  had  work 
undertaken to the roof area to prevent tiles being removed and thrown into the 
bowls  club and the  recreation  grounds.  This  is  a  temporary  measure  until  the 
future of this public toilet is decided.
The bus stop situated on Colwell Common is due to be repainted internally and 
the felt roof repaired.  I have commissioned the Rainer (Wessex Youth Offending) 
team to undertake this task. They were due to carry out this work on Monday 7th 
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July, however the poor weather conditions prevented this project being done and a 
new date is at present being arranged. The materials have all been supplied by the 
Highways Department (IWCC).  The new colour scheme is sand coloured masonry 
paint to walls and white ceiling. 
The youth shelter to be installed at the Muga site in Freshwater has now received 
planning consent and has been ordered. I arranged to have this installed by the 
Probation Service unpaid work team mid August.
The skate park re-opened this morning following repairs. The ramp layout is the 
same has it was prior to the vandalism. This is only a temporary arrangement until 
the new layout of the ramps is agreed with the users and costing, health and safety 
requirements are sort.  This measure was taken following concerns from the Police 
and myself regarding the increase of complaints about skateboarders using non-
designated areas, and the fact that we did not want the park closed with the school 
summer holidays fast approaching. 

The Junior Youth club continues to be well supported with an average of 90 youths 
attending every Wednesday.  Financial assistance is now being sort to enable this 
highly successful youth club to continue throughout the summer holiday period. 
The reason for sourcing additional funding is due to the expected drop in numbers 
attending during the summer school holiday period.  Each session costs around 
£150 for staffing costs and the sports centre hire etc. I am aware that Tracie Castle 
is due to attend tonight’s meeting so I will allow Tracie to explain further.

I  continue to  report  defects  on a daily bases and also patrol  Totland village as 
much as time will allow and look forward to the coming months.  I will continue to 
support the Parish Council in its endeavours to improve Totland for all.

239/08  To report on matters relating to Open Spaces
A 6ft Christmas tree had been planted on Cokes Green and Councillor Filby was 
kindly keeping it watered.

240/08 To Receive the Report of the Turf Walk Sub-Committee
The tree stump grinding has been undertaken and the dead branches from the 
trees will be felled shortly.

The  Clerk  read  out  a  letter  from  Mr  Gardner  stating  that  he  was  having  an 
inspection carried out of the wall at the bottom of Stokes Green and asked that all 
loose bricks be removed.  Councillor Howe and Mr Bob Nelson have been and 
checked the wall and this has been done.

241/08  Report from Councillor V Fennell re: Isle of Wight Parish & Town 
Councils.
Councillor Fennell had nothing to report.

242/08 Taking forward and implementation of the Parish Plan.
Councillor Honeychurch said the Church were now taking the flat roof seriously as 
he did not want the Parish Council taking this over until viable.  He also mentioned 
they had an insurance claim for the drain.  He said things were beginning to move 
now and had two invoices to submit for payment (one for the Solicitor and one for 
the setting up of the Trust).
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Councillors Jones said he had received a reply back from the PCT NHS regarding 
a dentist for Totland, and was told this would need to be for the West Wight on a 
full  time  basis.   A  copy  of  his  questionnaire  will  now  be  expanded  to  cover 
Freshwater as well as Totland and he would expect all replies back by September.

Councillor  Bryan  said  she  will  give  her  report  on  Planning  at  the  Steering 
Committee Meeting and would also ask John Holsburt if he would be interested in 
taking on the Village Design Statement.

Councillor Honeychurch said he was not happy with delegating issues to others 
which should be carried out within the Parish Council.

Councillor Howe said everything was underway with the Recreation Ground and he 
had  spoken  to  Matthew  Chatfield  at  the  IOW  Council  to  discuss  costs  for 
maintenance, insurance, etc.  A possible grant for £5,000 to do the survey has 
been applied for and when the plans are drawn up they will be displayed in the 
shop next door for perusal and comments by residents.  (Mr Bob Nelson to ask 
Probation Service to paint the shop next door prior to opening it).

Councillor Honeychurch said Sally would like to keep her Charity Shop running for 
another six months and has written to the landlord and was awaiting his reply.

243/08  MUGA and Skateboard Park - expenses
Councillor Howe said he had received an email from Councillor Gill Kennett  who is 
putting together a constitution for the Skatepark which will be forwarded to us for 
comment.   She also agreed that it should be joint representatives from Freshwater 
and Totland on any finance committee.

244/08 To report on matters arising from the agenda - for information only
There were no matters arising.

245/08  West Wight Landscape Partnership
Councillor  Howe gave a brief  update and said now that the IOW Council  were 
being responsible there was no need for Parish Councils to sign legal documents.

246/08 To Approve and Sign the Annual Return for year end 31 March 2008
Approved and signed. Proposed: Councillor J Honeychurch, seconded: Councillor 
B Hinton and unanimously agreed.

247/08  Accounts:  To Consider the Payment of the Accounts (listed below)
Mrs S Jennings gave everyone a copy of the up to date accounts and gave a brief 
outline of figures to date.   

Payments:

Waitrose.com £  18.99 Monthly broadband charge.
Mrs V Gallard £934.52 Salary
Inland Revenue £269.19 Tax and NI.
Petty Cash £  40.00
Mrs S Jennings £230.00 Jan-May Accounts
Cllr V Fennell £  30.60 Expenses
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Memorial Hall £  10.00 Security keys and fob.
Mrs R Bradley £  10.00 Shrubs and compost.

There were no questions and Council resolved to pay these accounts. Proposed 
Councillor V Fennell, seconded Councillor B Hinton and unanimously agreed.

248/08  To obtain approval to pay invoices required during the August break. 
Any invoice paid during August will  be put  on the September Agenda for 
ratification by Council.
Proposed  Councillor  D  Filby,  seconded:  Councillor  B  Hinton  and  unanimously 
agreed.

249/08  To receive quote for Totland War Memorial clean
We received a quote from Wight Stonemasonry to clean the war memorial in the 
sum of £587.50.   If lettering needs repainting the cost for that would be £775.50.

We are still awaiting the quote for the railings.   An application for a grant towards 
these costs will be made.

250/08 Totland Roundabout Sponsorship
Councillor  Howe  showed Council  the  layout  for  the  Sponsorship  Board  for  the 
Totland Pier Café to go on the roundabout.   The Board will also have the Parish 
Council’s name and logo on it.   Councillor Howe asked Councillor Filby if he would 
like to place a board on the Turf  Walk or  Stokes Green advertising his Public 
House. Councillor Filby asked if he could sponsor the flower bed on the corner of 
The Avenue.    The Clerk to obtain details.

251/08  To receive quote for the dog bin and emptying for Colmar Way
A dog bin will be placed in Colmar Way and the Parish Council agreed to pay for 
one empty per week at a cost of £1.80, which will be monitored by Mr Bob Nelson, 
our TCM, who will advise if this should be increased.

252/08  Correspondence
There was no correspondence.

253/08  Questions and Information Time at Chairman’s Discretion
Councillor Bryan said she had received a call at home about a “holiday” bungalow 
who were placing their rubbish in the container on the Turf Walk which filled it up. 
Councillor Bryan went down and checked this and took the rubbish home with her 
to put with her dustbin.

She also raised the fact that the Elliston Road (flats) had gone to appeal and asked 
the Clerk to write with our old comments plus the following:

• Not in keeping with Parish Plan
• Many unsold flats already in Totland
• Housing Enabler conducting survey for affordable housing at present.

Councillor Bryan also said she had put Hatherwood House on the IOW Council’s 
Local List.
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She  said  having  spoken  at  the  Meadow  Barn  Appeal  she  was  delighted  the 
application had been deferred and that the Barn was to be renovated first with a 
thatch roof, before considering the house.

Mr David Bryan quoted a  teletext report on Power to the People which said that 
the Government intends to make Councils formally take into account petitions and 
objections etc, when making a decision.

Councillor Fennell reported that there were many pot holes in the road alongside 
the West Wight Middle School.  This had already been reported.

Councillor Hinton said he met someone from Planning (IOWC) and pointed out that 
they  did  not  listen  to  Parish  Councillors  in  Totland and Freshwater,  who  were 
elected by the residents, when deciding their decisions on planning applications.

Councillor Hinton said Mr Chris Jarman was not letting go regarding Hazlehurst in 
Freshwater Bay.

Councillor Filby asked if the rumours was true that the one horse field is to become 
a  sports  area  through  a  large  grant  obtained  by  the  West  Wight  Landscape 
Partnership.  Councillor Howe replied that he had no knowledge of this.

Councillor Howe said that Crimestoppers was catching on, on the Island, and that 
they were doing brilliantly here.

Councillor Howe closed the meeting at 9.20 p.m. 
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