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FREEDOM OF TOTLAND

In January this year Totland Parish Council were delighted to
award the Freedom of Totland to Audrey Smith. Audrey is well
known in the area, having been a Parish Councillor for over 20
years and has also been an Isle of Wight Councillor. Both
Audrey and her husband Ron have been involved in local
affairs  for many years. She planted and maintained the
garden at the West Wight Swimming Pool and later for the
newly formed West Wight Sports Centre. The War Memorial at
Totland and the garden at Dimbola have all received Audrey’s
‘green finger’ care and attention

Pictured: Audrey Smith receiving the Freedom of Totland Certificate
from Parish Council Chairman John Howe

Message from John Howe, Chairman Totland Parish Council

Totland is now, as you can see from both the Newsletter and the Annual Report enclosed, moving forward in a
positive way. We always welcome any resident of Totland to become involved in any way they can with the local
Community. If you feel you can contribute please contact us at the above address.

We are very fortunate in Totland to have two excellent Primary Schools, together with a Nursery and Children’s

Centre/Adult Learning Facility.

The Parish Plan is now nearing completion and once printed will be delivered to every home in Totland. | was very
pleased to see so many people becoming involved in the future of Totland through this Plan and the

questionnaires .

WORKING TOGETHER WE COULD BE THE BEST PARISH ON THE ISLE OF WIGHT

Johw F Howe
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New Artwork for Totland Bay - INTERTIDAL

A captivating new sculpture consisting of a series of steel fishes, leaping, swimming and straining
out to sea has been installed in one of the rock groynes at Totland Bay. It is the product of a
project called ‘What if?” which asked local people what artwork they would like on the Island’s
Esplanades. The most original and intriguing ideas were compiled into the ‘What if...?" Book and
the organisation behind the project, Island 2000 Trust, then entered the competitive Art+ awards
to get funding to help start making some of the ideas a reality.

INTERTIDAL is the first of the projects to be realised. Arts Project Manager Hannah Birks says,
“What is exciting about INTERTIDAL is that the idea came from an Island resident. It was then
created by Island artist Dave Badman and was part funded by community minded businesses who
‘sponsored’ fishes, so it's a real community driven way of commissioning and creating artwork. We
also had artist Dawn Campbell work with pupils at Weston Primary school to create clay fishes and
to design their own made-up fishes. Two of the fishes in the sculpture are amalgamations of these
designs from the children’s imaginations”.

Pupils at Weston Primary
School creating clay fishes
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There will be an interpretation board installed with more information about the project and a list of
sponsors and a ‘spotters guide’ so you can tell which fish is which.

Both Totland Parish Council and Totland Regeneration Partnership have supported the project as
they understand the importance and value of art work and arts activity in communities. They have
also agreed to take on the role of monitoring the sculpture for any wear and tear in the coming
years, although as the fish are made from marine grade steel this should be minimal if any.

To find out more about the work that Island 2000 Trust do log onto
www.island2000trust.org.uk or see photos on www.flickr.com/photos/island2000arts

WAYS FORWARD

From an initial bid to The Big Lottery, four local primary schools have developed a successful
model of sharing resources and learning opportunities for families and the community of the West
Wight. ‘WAYS Forward’ (Weston Community, All Saints CE, Yarmouth CE and St. Saviours RC
primary schools), have for the past two years been offering courses and activities to support the
Extended Schools agenda. These have included Law and Order, Adult Literacy, Numeracy,
Healthy Families, as well as arts based opportunities such as Circus skills, Pottery and Carnival
skills. These activities are hosted in all four schools, welcoming participation from all.

Working closely with other providers across the Island such as Family Learning, Adult and
Community Learning and the Children’s Centres, has allowed a wide range of activities to take
place to suit many interests and ages. West Wight Middle School has recently joined the group,
bringing with them the enthusiasm of their new Head Teacher, and her supportive team of staff.

Most courses and activities are accessible to the whole community, not just parents, encouraging
a community atmosphere and building intergenerational relationships. Many are free of charge,
and quite often offered with child care funding. If you have a burning ambition to try a new learning
experience, or you would like to meet new people in a friendly, non-threatening environment,
why not contact the Extended Schools Co-ordinator for an informal chat:
Tracey Castle, Tel: 01983752126 mobile: 07876398199 or email: waysforwardiow@aol.com.
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WEST WI GHT C ISICENTRE NCOMMUNITY RESOURCE

West Wight Children’s Centre is a community facility that is not just for children but for the whole of
the West Wight Community offering many opportunities from 0-90 years of age.

West Wight Children’s Centre has been established since 1993 caring for children. We have a créche,
0-2, toddlers 2-3 and pre-school children 3-4 years old. We have a breakfast club from 7.45 am until
school where the children can have their breakfast. There is an after school and holiday club for
children 5-12 years old. The children go swimming weekly, and have a variety of sporting activities
including tennis, cricket, trampoline, football and rugby. There are also many artistic opportunities for
the children to be creative. During the holidays we take the children to the cinema, animal
sanctuaries, bird parks the local beaches, the botanical gardens and to the mainland to Legoland,
Sealife and Theatres.

At West Wight Children’s Centre we also have a team of family support workers who can work with
children, families, pre-schools, schools, toddler groups and the health team. They offer therapeutic
play, and give support to all families in the West Wight community.

The toy library is with us on a Thursday once a month and parents can borrow a wide range of
children’s toys from the library.

We also offer a wide range of computer courses, including ‘Computers for Beginners’, ‘Microsoft
Office’, e-mail and Internet courses, and advanced courses and we are now opening an Internet Café
that will offer Internet access and printing services on a daily basis.

There are also courses in ‘cooking on a budget’, behavioural management, first aid, conversational
Spanish, D.L.Y. and rhythm time for parents babies and toddlers, baby café.

We have 2 mini buses that can be hired for community activities.

Our staff are always pleased and available to answer your questions and queries or to book
activities. Please Tel 752175 for further information.

HEADON HILL WOMENS® I NSTITUTE

Headon Hill WI meets at the Holy Family Centre, St Saviour’s Church on the 1% Monday of the
month at 7.30p.m. We have around 45 members and warmly welcome anyone interested. We
have a variety of speakers and a number of social events including several walks and an Annual
Pitch & Putt competition. We support Art on Turf Walk by providing refreshments. We regularly
meet with the 3 other Wis in the area for Games Afternoons, Lunches followed by a talk and an
Annual Carol Service.

Future Events include: June 4™ “Victorian Houses in Wales”
June 14" Lunchtime BBQ Fort Victoria

July 2" Afternoon Garden Meeting
1th

July 1
September 3™ “Bread and the Staff of Life”
September 10th Pitch & Putt Competition

October 1% “Women in Science”

Afternoon visit to Needles Battery

November 5" Annual Meeting

December 10" Christmas Party

For further information please contact Iris Boland 756950 or Scilla Rolison 755589




FRESHWATER & TOTLAND CARNIVAL 2007

At a very successful event the 2007Carnival Court was chosen for this year's Freshwater & Totland Carnival. From an
unparalleled level of entries, 17, the judges had to whittle down to just 3. This was an unenviable task which they
carried out admirably. Whilst the judges were deliberating there was an impromptu dancing competition for all the girls
and their mums to take their minds of their nerves. A raffle held in aid of carnival funds raised £42 and grateful thanks
to all those organisations that donated prizes.

It is hoped that our Carnival Court will be at as many of the Island processions as possible throughout the season
beginning with the first one in Newport on 14" July.

The processions this year will take place on Friday 27" July, moving off at 7pm from The Broadway, Totland and, new
for this year, an illuminated procession will take place on Saturday 11" August moving off from The Broadway, Totland
at 9pm.

The Committee would like to thank all those who helped to make the evening such a success and the Memorial Hall
for letting us use their premises and making it such a spectacular evening.

The next carnival event to raise much needed funds is a boot sale on Sunday 24™ June, Stroud Field, Freshwater.
Contact Roz on 752797 for details.

For any other information contact: Kelvin Currie, Chairman Freshwater & Totland Carnival Association, Tel: 754620.
Email: info@wightcarnival.org.uk

Pictured here are Carnival Queen Bonnie Wheeler (12)
who attends Archbishop King School, and 1 Princess
Brogan Sears (8) who attends Weston Primary School
and 2" Princess Charley Buckett (9) who attends
St.Saviours School.

TOTLAND IN BLOOM

| have had a very encouraging response to the request for help in planting and maintaining the flower beds and
troughs along The Broadway. Eleven new troughs have been installed to add to the former ones and we hope that
they will all be flourishing with colourful blooms by early July when the ‘Wight in Bloom’ judges will be out in force!
Eyes will also be focused on frontages to properties, litter etc., and | am sure that anyone with a pride in the village will
pop any odd wrapped escapee into provided bins. The Parish Council have given great support to this scheme but it
is entered as a ‘Community Project’. A small steering committee with Dave Filby as Chairman was set up and as a
passionate gardener, hopefully of not too bossy a disposition, | have taken it under my wing for the time being. The
hope is that residents and visitors will derive pleasure from the results this year, perhaps encouraging other areas of
the village to follow suit in the future.

In addition to the above the Totland Parish Council were successful in securing a grant to improve Cokes Green by
having two sizeable flower beds installed to accommodate interesting perennial plants. Other Island villages will
benefit from this ‘Million Blooms’ project so watch this special space too.

Rachel Bradley
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